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BPA Glossary used 
 
28672A Not provided 

 
28672B ASB Technical Report 033, Terms and Definitions in Bloodstain Pattern Analysis, 

First Edition, 2017 
Bevel,T., Gardner,R. 2008. Bloodstain Pattern Analysis: With an Introduction to 
Crime Scene Response. 3rd Edition. New York: CRC Press 
 

42884 Impact spatter - |Is the pattern of drops resulting from a force impacting directly into 
wet blood. Can be caused by a wide range of actions, e.g. kicking, stamping, beating, 
punching and shooting.  
Contact stains - This includes stains whose appearance is due to direct contact 
between a bloody object and the target surface (and vice versa), and is of particular 
interest if there is information of the causative agent left in the resultant pattern (e.g. 
fingerprint, shoe marks, weapon and fabric impressions). The term transfer pattern is 
sometimes used in this context. Wipes and swipes, smears and smudges are 
sometimes included in this category and sometimes in PABS (see below).  
Physiologically altered bloodstains (PABS) - This term was originally used to 
cover the distinctively different patterns that can arise when blood undergoes a 
physiological / biochemical change before it is spattered etc. Examples of this include 
clotting and admixture with other body fluids. This category has also come to include 
other alterations to a blood pattern which are not actually caused by a physiological 
change to the blood (e.g. blood spattering a wet surface, washing and wiping).  
Arterial damage stains - This category is unique in that the causative factor is 
generated within the circulatory system itself: the pressure forcing blood from a 
breached artery or other blood vessel. A wide range of patterns can results, 
depending on the extent of the injury, the direction of spurting, and whether the victim 
was stationary or moving.  
Large volume stains - The previous category, arterial damage, can cause large 
volume stains, but also included here are those stains caused by prolonged bleeding, 
or by the sudden release of volume of blood that has built up.  
Drips / spots - In this category, consideration is given predominantly to blood falling 
under the effect of gravity. This includes the dripping of blood from wounds and 
weapons, trails of blood and the phenomenon of secondary spattering. The shape of 
the resultant stains would be dependent upon the angle of impact, the nature of the 
impact surface and the volume of blood contained within the drip.  
Expirated blood - When blood enters a person’s lungs and airways there is the 
potential for blood to be coughed or otherwise expelled from the mouth or nose. This 
blood may be mixed with other body fluids and with air and the resulting stains on a 
hard surface can show the presence of tiny air bubbles. When expirated blood forms 
stains on clothing the bubbles are less likely to be apparent. Stains arising from 
expirated blood may be similar in appearance to impact spatter.  
Cast-off – A pattern of stains resulting from blood being flung from a moving object 
(e.g. weapon or hand).  
Satellite spatter – Small spots of blood that a projected from a drop of blood upon 
impact with a surface. 
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49261 BPA refers to the interpretation of the colour, location, size, shape, and distribution of 
bloodstains and bloodstain patterns, in association with the knowledge of the 
underpinning sciences (mathematics, physics, biology, and chemistry) to provide 
information on the event or the sequence of events that results in the deposition of 
these bloodstains or bloodstain patterns. 
Note: In the classification of bloodstain patterns, the terms are referenced from the 
American Academy of Forensic Sciences (AAFS) Academy Standards Board (ASB) 
Technical Report 033, First Edition 2017 – Terms and Definitions in Bloodstain 
Pattern Analysis. They are highlighted in bold.  
 

51773 Reference the results to ‘Matrix notes’ in relation to final pattern classification 
 

52414 OSAC terms and definitions 
 

70703 Glossary largely derived from the ASB Technical Report 033 1st ed 2017, comprising 
recommended terms and definitions proposed by the US OSAC (Organization of 
Scientific Area Committees) Scientific Working Group on Bloodstain Pattern Analysis. 
 

96150 Region 6 IABPA glossary, including some additional terms used jurisdictionally (eg. 
SMEAR). 
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